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SUBJECT: DEPARTMENT PRESS BRIEFING 

FOR YOUR INFORMATION AND GUIDANCE FOLLOWING IS PARTIAL 
EXCERPT FROM DEPARTMENT SPOKESMAN S PRESS BRIEFING 
MARCH 26, 1974: 

QUOTE: Q. TURKEY HAS BEGUN GROWING THE POPPY AGAIN, THE 
OPIUM POPPY. DOES THIS PRECLUDE IT, UNDER LEGISLATION OF 
CONGRESS, FROM OBTAINING U.S. AID? IS THIS A CURRENT 
QUESTION? 

A. TURKEY HAS BEGUN GROWING POPPIES AGAIN - THIS IS THE 
QUESTION IS THERE ANYTHING IN UNITED STATES FOREIGN 
ASSISTANCE LEGISLATION THAT PROHIBITS U.S. AID TO TURKEY 
IF IT CONTINUES TO DO SO? 

AS A PRACTICAL MATTER, I DON'T KNOW SPECIFICALLY WHETHER 
THAT IS PART OF THE LAW. BUT IT SEEMS TO ME ALL WE'VE BEEN 
TOLD IS THAT THE TURKISH GOVERNMENT IS DOING IS GROWING 
UN OF 

THE POPPY, WHICH WAS THE PROBLEM BEFORE, BUT THAT THE NEW 
GOVERNMENT OF TURKEY HAS UNDER CONSIDERATION THIS OPTION, 
AND THAT THEY WILL BE GROWING SEEDS. 
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Q. COULD YOU TAKE THE QUESTION AND EXPLORE FURTHER WHETHER 
THERE'S AN AID QUESTION? 

A. YES. WELL, WHAT I WAS SUGGESTING IS WE MAY BE AT THE 
POINT WHERE WE CAN'T ANSWER THAT QUESTION BECAUSE, AS I 
SAY, WE HAVEN'T BEEN TOLD THAT THE TURKISH GOVERNMENT IS 
GOING TO AUTHORIZE POPPY CULTIVATION OR RE-ESTABLISH IT. 

Q . THE LAST WE WERE TOLD HERE, ABOUT A WEEK AGO, WAS THAT 
THE TURKISH GOVERNMENT ASSURED YOU THAT, IF THEY DECIDE, 
THEY WILL GIVE YOU ADVANCE NOTIFICATION. MY QUESTION IS, 

DID YOU GET ANYTHING FROM ANKARA THAT THEY HAVE DECIDED? 

A. A BRIEF CHECK THIS MORNING, NO, WE HAVE NOTHING THAT 
WOULD INDICATE WE'VE BEEN NOTIFIED. END QUOTE. RUSH 
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